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Why has this report come to the Overview and Scrutiny Committee?

For the OSC to consider and comment on the revised Housing Renewal Service’s 
Housing Enforcement Policy and make appropriate recommendation to the Executive.

SUMMARY:

The Housing Enforcement Policy sets out the Council’s position and procedures 
regarding enforcement action that may be taken to ensure that housing stock in the 
borough is safe from hazards and managed appropriately. 

The Housing Renewal Service’s functions include the licensing of Houses of Multiple 
Occupation (HMO’s), empty properties, enforcement of the housing health and safety 
rating system and overcrowding. 

RECOMMENDATIONS:
That the Overview and Scrutiny Committee recommends the revised Housing 
Enforcement Policy to the Executive.

1. BACKGROUND 

1.1 The Private Sector Housing Enforcement Policy was adopted by Full Council in 2016. 
The policy has now been revised to take account of changes to legislation in respect 
of Houses of Multiple Occupation (HMO’s), the introduction of a National Rogue 
Landlord database and to update charges for any enforcement action undertaken.  
The Policy has been renamed Housing Renewal Service’s Housing Enforcement 
Policy to reflect the inclusion of Social Housing.

1.2 Officers have made the above amendments to the Policy which is included as 
Appendix A



1.3 The policy has been strengthened to include a range of enforcement options that 
can be  taken (at 6.3.9) where hazards are identified, subject to resources being 
available, and to introduce charges for Hazard Awareness Notices and Improvement 
Notices where these are served. 

1.4 The policy sets out the service’s transparent approach to enforcement so that 
people understand how they will be dealt with by the Council. 

4.     CONCLUSION 

The revised policy is referred for the Overview and Scrutiny Committee for 
consideration and comment and for appropriate recommendation to the Executive

5. STATUTORY OFFICER COMMENTS (IF APPLICABLE) 

5.1 Monitoring Officer Comments: 

The recommendation ensures Council services and policy are kept upto date and aligned 
to recent changes in legislation.

5.2 Section 151 Officer Comments:

There are no financial implications arising from this recommendation

5.3 Legal Comments:

There are no legal issues arising from this report

6. OTHER CONSULTEE COMMENTS  

Consultees:

Background Paper and Appendices:

Appendix A: Housing Renewals Enforcement Policy


